Introduction
The Sapotaceae consist of 58 genera and about 1,250 species in subtropical and tropical regions of the world (Pennington 1991; Govaerts et al. 2001; Swenson et al. 2007a, b) . Pennington (1990) produced a monograph of neotropical members of the family, followed by a revised generic classification (Pennington 1991) .
The center of diversity of Sapotaceae is in the Neotropics, where the majority of species occur in moist lowland forests (Pennington 2006 ). In Brazil, Carneiro et al. (2012 documented 11 genera and 231 species of Sapotaceae, of which 86 species are registered in the region of northeastern Brazil.
Despite its high ecological and taxonomic importance, species of Sapotaceae in northeastern Brazil are usually cited as part of local or regional floristic or ecological studies (Alves-Araújo et al. 2008; Lemos et al. 2010 ), however few checklists or taxonomic surveys have been published (Almeida Jr. 2010; Alves-Araújo and Alves 2010). The total number of species in Brazil is likely underestimated due to numerous existing difficulties with species-level taxonomy.
This study aims to provide an updated list of Sapotaceae species that occur in a large portion of northeastern Brazil. Value-added information about the distribution and ecology of each species is provided. Results from this study are expected to contribute to the annual updates to the Lista de Espécies da Flora do Brasil, and to assess the IUCN status of each species, which is important for future conservation planning and management in Brazil.
Materials and Methods
The study area is located in the region of northeastern Brazil (Figure 1 ), which encompasses a number of unique biomes (e.g., Amazonian and Atlantic forests, Caatinga, and Cerrado dominia) and habitats in the states of Alagoas (AL), Ceará (CE), Paraíba (PB), Pernambuco (PE), Piauí (PI), Rio Grande do Norte (RN), and Sergipe (SE). There are two more states in the northeastern Brazil (BA-Bahia and MA-Maranhão), however, due to several taxonomic Abstract: The Sapotaceae are a pantropical family of flowering plants composed of approximately 1,250 species. In Brazil, the Sapotaceae are represented by 11 genera and 231 species, 86 of which have been registered in the region of northeastern Brazil. This paper provides a checklist of the Sapotaceae species that occur in a major portion of northeastern Brazil, and aims to document the number of native taxa, update their currently accepted names, and contribute to the Flora of Brazil (Lista de Espécies da Flora do Brasil). Additional information about regional geographic distribution, biomes of occurrence, IUCN status, and vernacular names are provided for each species. A total of nine genera and 46 species were documented and the majority (64%) is restricted to the Atlantic Rainforest. The current study provides an important contribution to our knowledge of the Sapotaceae in the Atlantic Rainforest biome. nomenclature in Pouteria Aubl. follows Alves-Araújo et al. (unpublished data) .When possible, species vernacular names obtained from herbarium specimen labels, literature, and local informants are included in parentheses next to scientific names. Information about the geographic distribution, biome of occurrence, voucher specimens, and conservation status based on IUCN Red List criteria (2012) is provided for each species. New species records for the region are marked by an asterisk (*) following their occurrence by state.
Pernambuco and Alagoas, with 32 and 26 species, respectively, were the richest states, followed by Sergipe (21 spp.), Ceará (20 spp.), Paraíba and Piauí (16 spp. each), and Rio Grande do Norte (14 spp.). The high diversity of the Sapotaceae in Pernambuco and Alagoas was expected, since both states comprise the largest Atlantic Rainforest remnants in northeastern Brazil (excluding Bahia) (Mittermeier et al. 1999; Myers et al. 2000) . Previous estimates of Sapotaceae species diversity in Brazil by Carneiro et al. (2012) included the state of Bahia, which is one of the richest states in the region due to the presence of many moist rainforests remnants. Because of several taxonomic problems with various Sapotaceae genera in Bahia, the state was excluded from this study and should be a focus of future studies, the same for Maranhão state. Nevertheless, the current work advances our state of knowledge of the Sapotaceae of northeastern Brazil. The results of this study point out more than half of the species previously registered for the region, which lead us to think the possibility that total species richness has been drastically underestimated. Collaborative efforts in the region should focus on to document the flora through local and regional studies of model plant families such as the Sapotaceae. Clearly, an accurate accounting of the flora of this region is essential for wise conservation and management endeavours.
